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PRICE  TWOPENCE, 


INTRODUCTION. 


AN  AFFECTIONATE  TRIBUTE  OF  REGARD 
TO  DEFAETED  WOETH. 

j  ■■  ■  i i  i 

Since  the  last  edition  of  the  following  letter  was  published, 
the  beloved  friend  to  whom  it  was  addressed  has  left  “  this  vale 
of  tears,”' — the  place  that  knew  him,  will  “  know  him  no  more 
for  ever.”  I  knew  the  late  excellent  William  Cash  long 
before  either  were  identified  with  the  temperance  movement. 
Asa  man  of  business,  his  conduct  was  characterised  by  pru¬ 
dence,  integrity,  and  straightforwardness.  As  a  representative 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Council,  his  attachment  to  sound 
principles,  and  the  fidelity  with  which  he  adhered  to  and  ex¬ 
emplified  these  principles,  it  is  safe  to  say,  gave  universal 
satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  As  a  Christian  philanthropist, 
he  manifested  a  deep  sympathy  with  the  sufferings  and  sorrows 
of  humanity,  accompanied  with  earnest,  active,  and  liberal 
efforts  to  soothe,  alleviate,  and  rescue.  Asa  firm,  consistent, 
.and  determined  teetotaler,  it  is  due  to  his  memory  to  say,  the 
cause  has  lost  one  of  its  most  generous  benefactors,  one  of  its 
most  sterling  supporters  and  defenders.  But,  “  though  dead, 
he  yet  speaketh ;  ”  and  what  is  the  solemn  voice  from  the 
tomb  to  the  living  labourers  in  the  cause  he  had  so  much  at 
heart  while  amongst  them?  Methinks,  it  is  no  other  than 
this — Work  “  while  it  is  day  ;  the  night  cometh,  when  no  man 
can  work.”  “  Be  not  weary  in  well-doing,  for  in  due  time  ye 
shall  reap,  if  ye  faint  not.” 

“  How  blest  is  our  brother,  bereft 
Of  all  that  could  burden  his  mind  1 

How  easy  the  soul  that  hath  left 
The  wearisome  body  behind  ! 

His  languishing  head  is  at  rest, 

Its  thinking  and  aching  are  o’er; 

The  quiet  immoveable  breast 
Is  heav’d  by  affliction  no  more. 

How  great  and  how  glorious  the  change  !— - 
But  lately  a  prisoner  beneath — 

Now  free  and  exalted  his  range, 

Far,  far  from  the  confines  of  death! 

Yes,  far  the  blest  spirit  is  fled — 

From  evil,  temptation,  and  thrall; 

Enthroned  with  his  glorified  Head, 

And  God  is  the  glory  of  all.” 


A 


letter; 

—000— 

Dear  Sir, 

It  is  with,  heartfelt  gratitude,  pleasure,  and  satisfaction,  I 
observe  that  you,  with  many  other  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  are  giving  sanction  apd  support  to  the  principle  and 
practice  of  total  abstinence  from  intoxicating  drinks.  Encour¬ 
aged  by  such  philanthropic  example,  I  trust  to  be  excused  the 
freedom  of  this  method  in  venturing  to  contribute  my  mite  to 
the  help  of  this  righteous  cause.  To  this  end  I  have  a  twofold 
object  in  taking  up  my  pen :  one,  the  desire  that  what  I  may 
write  upon  this  deeply  interesting  subject  will  in  some  measure 
be  useful  and  encouraging  to  the  members  and  friends  of  the  so¬ 
ciety  :  the  other,  and  chief  motive,  is,  to  engage  the  attention 
of  religious  professors  (if  so  humble  a  production  can  be  in¬ 
strumental  thereto),  by  showing  the  absolute  necessity  of  total 
abstinence  in  some  cases  (one  of  which,  amongst  very  many, 
is  my  own),  and  to  bear  my  decided  testimony  to  the  advan¬ 
tages  that  have  universally  resulted  from  the  adoption  of  the 
practice,  a3  far  as  means  and  opportunity  of  extensive  obser¬ 
vation  have  enabled  me  to  form  a  judgment ;  “  Therefore,  to 
him  that  knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doeth  it  not,  to  him  it  is 
sin.”  (James  iv.  I7-)  The  indifference  of  some,  and  the  hos¬ 
tility  of  others,  professedly  religious  characters,  to  a  society  so 
simple  in  itself,  and  so  definite  in  its  object,  is  really  sur¬ 
prising  ;  and  the  more  so,  when  its  direct  aim  is,  instrumen- 
tally,  the  thorough  annihilation  of  an  evil  that  has  done  more 
to  impede  personal  experimental  Christianity,  and  proved  a 
greater  obstruction  to  the  diffusion  of  its  cheering  and  peace¬ 
ful  blessings,  than  all  the  other  evils,  apart  from  it,  belonging 
to  fallen  humanity,  in  their  fearful  combination. 

It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  diversified  opinion  of  pro¬ 
fessing  Christians,  but  from  the  persuasion  that  our  oppo¬ 
nents  have  not  given  the  subject  that  calm  consideration  to 
which  it  is  fairly  entitled,  nor  a  candid  investigation  of  its 
real  merits,  or  they  would  not  fail  to  discover  the  important 
bearing  of  our  principle  and  practice  upon  Christian  character 
personally,  and  religious  association  collectively.  It  is  plea¬ 
sant,  however,  to  discover  that  in  some  quarters  opposition 
and  prejudice  are  on  the  decline,  and  it  may  be  hoped  they 
will  gradually  diminish,  and  finally  disappear  altogether. 
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Although  I  thankfully  admit  there  are  some  indications  of 
a  better  feeling,  and  a  disposition  to  think  more  favourably  of 
our  proceedings,  still  it  is  a  lamentable  truth  that  a  great  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  religious  public  are  either  regardless  of  our  move¬ 
ments,  or  opposed  to  them.  I  speak  the  language  of  vast 
numbers  in  expressing  unfeigned  regret  at  this  insensibility 
and  want  of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  so  great  a  portion  of  the 
professedly  Christian  community,  and  consequently  the  with¬ 
holding  of  that  assistance  which  would,  from  such  a  source,  be 
so  conducive  to  the  extension  of  the  benefits  of  strict  sobriety. 
This  conduct  is  painfully  strange  to  one  who  can  fearlessly 
appeal  to  the  experience  and  observation  of  Christian  ministers 
of  every  denomination,  whether  any  evil  has  had  such  a  detri¬ 
mental  and  deadly  influence  upon  the  Christian  churches, 
and  been  so  hurtful  to  “  Zion’s  pilgrims,”  as  that  of  drunken¬ 
ness;  then,  if  such  be  the  fact,  and  fact  it  is,  how  is  it,  in  this 
day  of  general,  high,  and  loud  profession,  that  ministers  of  re¬ 
ligion,  as  if  by  common  consent  (with  some  noble  exceptions, 
I  willingly  and  gladly  acknowledge),  should  almost,  if  not  al¬ 
together,  refrain  from  characterising  this  body-and-soul- 
destroying  sin— -this  enemy  to  God  and  man — as  it  deserves  ? 
It  cannot  be  that  the  malignity  of  this  moral  and  physical 
malady,  drunkenness,  this  deadly  compound,  is  at  all  miti¬ 
gated.  Is  not  the  sin  of  drunkenness  as  dangerous,  dreadful, 
and  devilish  as  ever ;  the  drunkard's  life  still  as  miserable ; 
the  drunkard’s  home  (if  home  it  can  be  called)  still  as  wretched ; 
the  drunkard’s  wife  and  children  still  as  distressed  and  desti¬ 
tute  ;  the  drunkard’s  death  still  as  awful,  and  the  drunkard’s 
hell  still  as  certain,  as  ever  ?  Wine  has  not  lost  its  tendency 
to  excite  and  inflame  the  human  passions  ;  nor  have  distilled 
spirits,  with  the  horrid  infusion  of  turpentine,  vitriol,  &c.,  lost 
their  power  to  derange  and  destroy  the  human  intellect;  nor 
is  ale  and  porter,  with  the  publican’s  Sunday  morning  drug¬ 
ging,  less  besotting  and  stupifying  now  than  in  times  gone 
by.  Then,  if  none  of  these  all  but  infernal  liquors  have 
changed  their  character  and  quality,  as  promotive  of  over¬ 
whelming  devastation  and  woe,  I  ask,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is 
elevating,  patriotic,  and  virtuous  in  society— -of  all  that  is 
kind,  amiable,  and  happy  in  private  life — of  all  that  is  wise, 
and  true,  and  good  in  morals  and  religion — is  it  not  time  to 
have  done  with  them?  Have  not  the  use  of  these  contami¬ 
nating  drinks  brought  disgrace  enough  upon  our  beloved 
country,  scandal  enough  upon  our  religious  institutions, 
affliction  enough  into  the  domestic  circle,  by  substituting  dis¬ 
cord  for  peace,  enmity  for  friendship,  misery  for  comfort, 
indolence  for  industry,  filthiness  for  cleanliness,  seduction, 
adultery,  and  prostitution,  for  honour,  fidelity,  and  chastity ; 
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Ln0tfdd  th}s  catalogue  the  mournful 

ie\  ersah  of  sickness  for  health,  death  for  life,  and  hell  for 

wT1  viIS  1  agahl  aSk>  this  melancholy  contrast  really 
,?e,  while  many  ministers  and  professors  of  Christianity  are 

t6’  5ndcomPari indifferent,  concerning  this 

,anl°  h?°v  them  80  void  of  feeling  as  to  pour 
b  dt,  contempt,  and  ridicule,  upon  a  society,  the  determined 

and  undisguised  object  of  which  is  to  lay  the  axe  directly  and 
S-y  at  1 16  r°0t  tbis  Probbc  and  contagious  scourge, 
reno^6rnn  f°  e^er^thlng  is  lovely,  true,  and  of  good 

bel.°ngmS.t0  individual  well-being,  and  therefore 
pemici°us  m  its  diffusive  influence  upon  the  commu- 
p  \  0h’  ye  ministers  and  professors  of  the  religion 

wm,  °t,  W0n^about  doinS  good,”  and  was  himself  the 
™  S  teacher  and  the  lovely  example  of  all  that  is  kind, 
companionate,  and  alleviating  “in  this  vale  of  tears,”  will  ye 
•  ff,t0  theT  help  of  the  Lord — “  to  the  help  of  the  Lord 
St  th?  mWhty  ?  ”  “  When  I  say  unto  the  wicked,  Tliou 

_n  i  P6  y  nie ;  and.  thou  givest  him  not  warning,  nor 
p  akest  to  warn  the  wicked  from  his  wicked  way,  to  save  his 
life  ;  the  same  wicked  man  shall  die  in  his  iniquity  :  but  his 
blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand.”  (Ezek.  iii.  18.  ;  see  also 
xxxm.  8.)  It  becomes  a  question  how  this  discouraging 
anomaly  is  to  be  accounted  for.  I  have  supposed  it  to  arise 

_iom  want  of  knowledge  of  our  principles,  and  inattention  to 

our  proceedings  ;  but  am  apprehensive  there  is  another  cause, 
and  perhaps  that  a  more  powerful  one  than  either  of  those 
suggested  :  I  allude  to  the  important  Christian  duty  of  self- 
denial.  (Matt.  xvi.  24;  Mark  viii.  34;  Luke  ix.  23.)  I  do 
not  of  course  mean  to  circumscribe  the  body-mortifying,  sin- 
kiilmg,  soul-saving  exercise  to  the  denial  of  intoxicating 
drinks,  but  to  all  that  is  “earthly,  sensual,  and  devilish,”  as 

pi-  ,|USt°f  the  flesh’  the  lust  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of 
I6'  ,M7  °wn  mmd  seems  fully  persuaded  it  is  just  for  want 

of  that  simple  faith,  and  true,  child-like  obedience  to  our 
Lords  gracious  “saymgs”  hereon,  that  so  little,  compara- 

In  ^  V,lta  l’  substantial  Christianity  is  to  be  met  with 

that  gams  fast  hold  of  the  understanding,  and  takes  deep  root 
H  tbe  affections,  then,  and  not  till  then,  bringing  forth  fruit  in 
the  life,  walk,  and  conversation,”— a  beautiful  cluster,  of 
which  is  thus  recorded  :  “  The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy, 
peace,  long-suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness, 
temperance  :  against  such  there  is  no  law.”  (Gal.  v.  22,  23.) 
«  Herein  is  my  Father  glorified,  that  ye  bring  forth  much 
frnit  so  shall  ye  be  my  disciples.”  (John  xv.  8.)  These  ob¬ 
servations  emanate  from  the  feeling  assurance  there  is  nothing 
on  earth  more  detrimental  to  these  heavenly  productions  than 
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intoxicating  liquors,  and  that  in  proportion  as  they  are  taken ; 
for  instance,  are  they  not  injurious  to  the  holy  seed,  hurtful  to 
the  root,  obstructive  to  the  growth,  blighting  to  the  blossom, 
and,  alas,  alas!  too  often  destructive  even  to  the  fruit  itself? 
Therefore,  “  grieve  not  the  Spirit  ”  by  the  touch,  as  the  effec¬ 
tual  preservative  against  “  quenching  the  Spirit  ”  by  excess. 
Let  there  be  self-denial  here,  and  obedience  to  the  condescend¬ 
ing  commands  of  the  holy  Head  of  the  Church,  in  other 
respects,  will  be  found  comparatively  easy ;  then  will  be  ex¬ 
perimentally  enjoyed  spiritual  health,  spiritual  peace,  and 
spiritual  prosperity. 

But,  notwithstanding  all  the  prejudice  and  opposition  to  the 
principle  and  practice  of  total  abstinence,  it  has  been  the  means 
of  reclaiming  thousands  from  drunkenness,  and,  as  a  means, 
placed  those  recovered  from  their  misery  and  degradation  in  a 
situation  and  in  circumstances  favourable  to  the  reception  of 
that  instruction  and  wisdom  which  maketh  “  wise  unto  salva¬ 
tion;”  and  there  is  good  reason  to  hope  many  thus  recovered 
from  intemperance  and  restored  to  sobriety  have  been  made  the 
joyful  partakers  of  that  truth  and  grace  whereby  they  have  been 
saved  from  irremedial  ruin,  and  made  happy  in  the  forgiving 
love  of  their  Heavenly  Parent,  with  a  well-grounded  hope  of 
immortality,  and  eternal  life  beyond  the  grave  :  “  He  that 
endureth  to  the  end  shall  be  saved.”  (Matt.  x.  22.)  “  Be 

thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life.’’ 
(Rev.  ii.  10.) 

I  feel  quite  sure  the  relinquishment  of  intoxicating  liquors 
would  tend  to  more  peace  of  mind  and  purity  of  heart ;  would 
greatly  aid  spiritual  comfort,  and  soul-prosperity  in  the  do¬ 
mestic  circle ;  would  give  increased  efficiency,  and  extend  the 
usefulness  of  Christian  character  in  works  of  faith  and  labours 
of  love,  inasmuch  as  state  of  mind,  personal  demeanour,  and 
mode  of  living,  have  a  powerfully  telling  effect  upon  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  and  upon  the  human  heart :  “  Let  your  light  so 
shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see  your  good  works,  and 
glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.”  (Matt.  v.  16.) 

In  the  two  previous  editions  of  this  letter  several  reasons 
were  assigned  in  favour  of  teetotalism  which  are  now  omitted, 
in  order  to  bring  the  subject  within  certain  limits  ;  1  therefore 
proceed  to  that  portion  of  the  original  publication  containing 
my  own  sad  experience  of  the  baneful  effects  of  intoxicating 
liquors ;  and  here  I  feel  the  conscious  exposure  to  censure  aud 
derision ;  but  if  successful  in  exciting  any  compassion  for  the 
poor  fallen  inebriate— afford  any  inducement  to  the  disconso- 
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late  backslider  to  .return — give  any  encouragement  to  one 
who  may  be  returning— or  if' any  are  warned  to  flee  from  their 
danger  ere  it  be  too  late— my  purpose  will  be  ahswered ;  and 
in  order  that  this  design  may  not  be  frustrated,  my  spirit 
yearns  at  this  moment  for  the  entire  subjection  of  that  uni 
versal  spoiler,  self:  “They  that  are  Christ’s  have  crucified  the 
flesh,  with  the  affections  and  lusts.”  (Gal  v.  24.)  Let  these 
remarks  suffice  to  obtain  indulgent  attention  to  my  truthful 
though  necessarily  limited  narrative. 

My  father  was  a  farmer  of  respectability  and  property  in 
-Leicestershire.  In  early  life  I  was  exposed  to  a  large  circle 
o  acquaintance  :  this  led  to  occasional  intemperance,  even 
when  a  youth,  at  our  village  feasts,  Christmas  holidays,  har- 
vest  homes,  and  other  festive  opportunities;  these  indulgences 
becoming  more  frequent  as  I  grew  up  to  manhood.  When 
little  more  than  20  years  of  age  I  came  to  London  (1809)  ; 
my  situation  and  circumstances  were  then  more  favourable 
™  averse  to  this  vicious  inclination.  Not  long  afterwards 
(IbiO)  I  entered  upon  an  engagement  as  commercial  traveller 
Here  my  facilities  were  multiplied,  and  increased  excesses  too’ 
often  the  result,  though  frequently  succeeded  by  acute  pangs 
of  remorse  and  self-abasement,  the  effect  of  this  increasing 
passion,  coming  in  contact  with  very  early  impressions  of  re^ 
hgious  truth “the  right  approved,  and  yet  the  wrong  pur¬ 
sued.  i  his  instability  of 'mind  and  conduct  continued  for 
some  years,  my  serious  impressions  becoming  weaker  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  this  seductive  propensity  acquired  strength,  till  at 
length  they  seemed  to  have  subsided  altogether,  and  [  took  a 
full  fling  into  all  the  amu-ements  and  diversions  that  means 
and  opportunity  afforded.  The  midnight  revel,  the  billiard 
and  caid-table,  the  assembly,  the  theatre,  the  race-course,  and 
the  prize-ring, #  alternately  had  my  company  as  often  as  bu¬ 
siness  engagements  would  permit,  and  not  unfrequently  to  the 
aisgi  aceful  neglect  thereof.  Not  to  be  tedious  in  detail,  this 
aud  dissipated  mode  of  living  brought  me  (August, 
IbI9)  into  mental  exercise  and  suffering  truly  awful.  The 
serious  convictions  of  my  younger  days  I  had  endeavoured  to 
stifle  and  dispel  appeared  to  return  with  such  force  and  power 


The  method  of  pugilistic  training,  prior  to  their  worse  than 
brutal  conflict,  upon  which  such  large  sums  of  money  have  been 
pending,  is  one  of  the  strongest  proofs  that  can  possibly  be  given 

of  the  non-strengthening  qualities  of  alcoholic  drinks,  and  a  power- 
mi  evidence  that  good  food,  with  air,  exercise,  and  rest,  are  the 
best  and  only  requisites  for  invigorating  the  physical  powers  of 
the  human  constitution.  In  most  of  these  cases  fermented  liquors 
are  kept  entirely  from  the  parties,  or,  if  allowed  at  all,  in  Very 
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that  I  lost  my  senses  for  eleven  days,  in  the  severe  conflicts 
ings  between  sin  and  grace,  insomuch  that  personal  restraint 
was  necessary.  Upon  recovery  (which  wras  matter  of  surprise 
not  only  to  my  dear  relations  and  friends,  but  also  to  my  me¬ 
dical  attendants),  I  abstained  from  all  intoxicating  drinks  for 
nearly  the  two  following  years.  I  then  began  to  take  a  little 
in  moderation :  this  moderate  parleying  with  the  implacable 
enemy  very  soon  led  to  my  captivity,  and  brought  me  into 
circumstances  very  disgraceful  and  afflictive.  After  the  se¬ 
rious  illness  mentioned  I  made  an  open  profession  of  religion; 
had  known  something  experimentally  of  the  “souks  calm  sun¬ 
shine,  and  the  heartfelt  joy  ”  of  its  hallowed  privileges ;  was 
received  into  membership  in  a  Christian  church,  treated  with 
great  kindness  by  the  pastor,  and  the  affectionate  regard  of 
many  of  the  members.  Inconsistent  as  was  my  former  con¬ 
duct,  that  inconsistency  became  more  apparent  and  distressing 
by  increased  light  and  knowledge  of  the  ways  of  God  to  man. 
My  state  of  mind  at  this  period  was  such  that  I  had  no  per¬ 
manent  peace  or  enjoyment  in  any  society,  or  in  any  pursuit. 
Consciously  unfit  for  religious  association,  I  sought  temporary 
relief , in  the  pipe,  the  glass,  and  worldly  company,  afterwards 
cast  down,  and  loathing  my  very  existence,  exclaiming,  in 
deep  anguish  of  spirit,  “  O,  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who 
shall  deliver  me?”  After  hours  of  ceaseless  warfare,  with 
strong  cries  for  mercy  and  deliverance,  I  would  obtain  a 
gleam  of  hope  and  transient  peace  by  the  gracious  application 
of  some  consolatory  portion  of  Holy  Writ  melting  my  heart 
to  penitence,  and  mine  eyes  to  tears  of  contrition  and  thank¬ 
fulness  : — 

**  Whene’er  I  repent,  thy  kind  mercy  begins 
To  melt  me,  and  then  I  can  mourn  for  my  sins; 

And,  led  by  thy  Spirit  to  Jesus’  blood, 

My  sorrows  are  dried,  and  my  strength  is  renew’d. 

How  often  thy  goodness  hath  melted  my  heart. 

Which  wonder’d  to  feel  its  own  hardness  depart ; 
Dissolv’d  by  thy  sunshine  I  fall  to  the  ground. 

And  weep  to  the  praise  of  the  mercy  I’ve  found.” 


small  portions.  In  a  conversation  with  Cribb  (the  Champion  so 
called),  riot  long  after  his  second  celebrated  fight  with  Molyneux 
(1812),  he  told  me,  that  when  he  went  into  training  with  the  well- 
known  Captain  Barclay,  he  weighed  seventeen  stone  four  pounds, 
and  fought  fourteen  stone  two  pounds,' — thus  reduced  in  hulk  by 
the  regimen  noticed, “and  never  was  more  healthy  and  vigorous 
in  his  life.  The  general  remark  at  the  time  was — Never  did  man 
strip  in  finer  condition.  Does  not  this  speak  volumes  in  favour  of 
strict  sobriety,  though  its  benefits  be  ever  so  wantonly  misapplied  X 
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a  Jm?S  -e*pressT  oft  experience,  but  no  abiding. 

bv  nnt  Id^a- Q  w;s  1  overcome  With  this  terrible  besetment, 

uoon  fr°m3  the  Thus  tossed  t0  and  fro 

upon  tne  dangerous  and  tempestuous  billow  of  a  backsliding 

when  L  Sn  Smmng  and  reP0ndng  till  January,  1827, 
in lir v  \  mm  WaS!  aSam  brought  into  serious  concern  and 
mt TJ  iun  a  c1ombma1ti011  °f  events,  and  some  of  them 
<£  1  S,UC1  pecuhar,  kind,  providential  interference, 

enabled  ^°odlless,  of  God  ^d  me  to  repentance,”  and  I  was 

of  W  %  Iriace:  1° retllrn  unt0  the  Lord’  “  with  full  purpose 
on-  f  ’  ■,  .n  mtui’nmg  and  in  rest  shall  ye  be  saved:  in 

15  \  j  and  m  confidence  shall  be  your  strength.”  (Isa.  xxx. 
contirtted^f1111  /esumed  the  practice  of  total  abstinence,  and 
Win.  d  0bSirVe  the  Same  for  more  than  the  three  fol- 
fhe  n o’  ^6aiSj  a111'  v>  as  favoured  with  restored  enjoyment  to 
: ®  P  ?c°  and  P^easantness  of  wisdom’s  ways.  1  now  thought 
nnenf  u  ciently  established  that  I  might  without  detri- 
i[n  “  anger  take  occasionally  a  small  portion  of  malt 
d ■  V  W  wine,  avoiding  spirits.  Notwithstanding  my  sup- 
P  N  nfmfeSS’  11  DOt  lonS  subsequent  to  the  touch  the 
S  bi dT/\l "as  bmdled  int0  the  heat  of  passion,  and  the 
b  if T-  1  W1?  mcreased  ^ry.  Sad  as  were  my  pre- 
n-rwf  PnfIldiDfn  lbe  Penlous  character  of  the  present  was 
f  "  W  chanced  by  tormer  convictions  of  eternal  realities  be- 

rtt  de0P0ned  and  confirmed.  It  was  mine,  therefore,  to  endure 
hohwFf  °!]themi°re  euhghtened  sinner,  so  to  speak.  All  un- 
j  t-L  "c°  ■ ne  lfca  u3  °f  that  state  where  “the  worm  dieth  not, 

inrf  Wp fr<?!S  n0t  quencbed’"  was  g°ne> and  gone  for  ever,  hav- 
n-  g  u  T1  measni'e  the  bitterness  of  that  expressive  por- 

,i!“  sorrows  ofdeath  compassed  me,  and  the  pains  of 
5  ‘  g?f  h°  'J  ,upon  “e :  1  f5>und  tr°uble  and  sorrow.”  (Ps.  cxvi. 
N '  l}°  doubfc  or  hesitation  remaining  as  to  the  reality  and 

STetf SS  mh  my  Spirit  havinS  had  some  revelation^ 

n  previous  recoveries,  of  the  calm  grandeur,  the  holy  delight, 
the  blissful  peace  (I  write  this  with  profound  awe),  “ofth/ioy 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.”  Tike  solemn  vAations  give 
me  unequivocal  demonstration  of  the  character  of  my  real  being  ; 
by  them  i  was  instructed,  and  made  to  feel  the  quality  oftU 
immortal  mind,  its  acute  and  vast  capabilities  fo?  exalte!  and 

end  8andcrjkment  Utfae  Same  amazing  capacity  liable  to  the 

terrific  St  f  d,esp  aud  mtense  suffering;  so  that,  however  the 
teir.uc  struggle  might  terminate,  whether  in  death  or  vic- 

aniJZ  rife  aPPf  ufd  1uite  certai“-/  could  never  become 
an  injidel  The  deathless  nature  of  the  soul  seems  to  have 

been  written  upon  my  inmost  powers  as  with  the  finger  of 
S  ’  a  te  effaCed  :  “  The  <«g«  of  sin  is  death,  but 

(Kom.f  vh  23) lS  et6maJ  Ufe’ thrOUSh  JeSUS  Christ  oar  Lori'” 
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te  What  glorious  states  the  human  soul, 
m  Its  Maker’s  image  horn  to  hear, 

May  reach  beneath  his  wise  control, 

His  holy  guiding  and  his  care! 

“  Led  hy  his  Spirit,  man  can  rise 

From  selfish,  gross,  and  worldly  love  ; 

Be  rendered  pure,  and  good,  and  wise — 
z  Meet  for  the  highest  realms  above. 

“  When  love  to  God  supremely  reigns, 

And  all  our  vital  powers  employ, 

The  soul  its  highest  state  attains. 

And  feeds  on  pure  celestial  joy.3’ 

Any  language  that  I  could  use  would  be  faint  and  feeble  in 
attempting  to  describe  the  states  of  mind  1  passed  through 
between  August,  1830,  and  June,  1837,  by  repeated  falls  and 
partial  recoveries  from  my  besetting  sin  of  intoxication.  At 
this  latter  period,  deliverance,  “  through  much  tribulation,” 
was  again  wrought  out  for  me  after  my  last,  and,  I  think  I 
•  may  add,  deepest  fail.  Upon  several  previous  occasions  I  had 
been  awfully  afflicted  with  delirium  tremens,  but  never  before 
to  the  extent  experienced  the  horrors  of  that  frightful  disorder. 
After  several  nights  and  days  of  extreme  suffering,  a  favour¬ 
able  change  occurred,  when  my  medical  attendant  was  enabled 
to  pronpunce  the  danger  passed,  and  restoration  was  once  more 
mercifully  vouchsafed  to  me.  “  Out  of  the  depths  have  I  cried 
unto  thee,  O  Lord.”  (Ps.  cxxx.  1.)  “I  love  the  Lord  because 
he  hath  heard  my  voice,  and  my  supplication;  because  he  hath 
inclined  his  ear  unto  me :  therefore  will  I  call  upon  him  as 
long  as  I  live.*’  (Ps.  cxvi.  1.  2.) 

When  thoughtfully  reviewing  the  past,  it  does  seem  that 
but  for  a  constitution  of  unusual  strength,  together  with  hu¬ 
mane  and  skilful  medical  treatment,  attended  with  a  kind  and 
overruling  Providence,  the  pensive  writer  of  these  well-meant 
lines  would  long  since  have  been  numbered  with  the  departed • 
but  He  who  is  “  rich  in  mercy,3’  and  “  willeth  not  that  any 
should  perish,  but  that  all  should  have  everlasting  life,”  has 
been  pleased,  in  infinite  goodness,  to  preserve  my  life  and  pro¬ 
long  my  days,  and  now  I  feel  it  required  of  me,  whenever 
time  and  means  are  afforded,  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the 
utility  and  efficacy  of  total  abstinence,  as  an  excellent  means , 
accompanied  by  heavenly  grace,  to  a  still  more  excellent  ends 
namely,  the  soul’s  salvation ;  at  the  same  time,  ascribing  re¬ 
verend  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  that 

“  Being  of  beings,  God  of  love,33 
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for-  his  pitiful  forbearance,  boundless  compassion,  and  long- 
suffering  ;  moreover,  for  that  grace  whereby  the  chief  of  sinners  t» 
has  been  restored  to  the  peace,  the  comfort,  and  the  stability 
of  gospel  redemption. 

“  When  all  thy  mercies,  0  my  God, 

My  rising  souls  surveys. 

Transported  with  the  view,  I’m  lost 
In  wonder,  love,  and  praise. 

When  in  the  slippery  paths  of  youth 
With  heedless  steps  I  ran, 

Thine  arm  ,unseen  convey’d  me  safe. 

And  led  me  up  to  man. 

When  worn  with  sickness,  oft  hast  thou 
With  health  renew’d  my  face; 

And,  when  in  sins  and  sorrow  sunk. 

Preserv’d  my  soul  with  grace. 

Through  all  eternity,  to  thee 
A  joyful  song  I’ll  raise; 

And  0,  it  needs  eternity 
To  utter  all  thy  praise.” 

In  June,  1837,  as  before  intimated,  by  gracious  help,  I 
gained  the  victory  over  the  inveterate  foe,  and  by  the  same 
power  have  maintained  the  conquest  to  the  present,  and  hope 
to  be  of  those  of  whom  it  is  written— “  Nay,  in  all  these  things 
we  are  more  than  conquerors,  through  him  who  hath  loved 
us.”  (flom.  viii.  37.) 

Though  favoured  with  restoration  from  my  prodigal  wan¬ 
derings  and  rebellious  backslidings,  how  afflicting  is  the 
remembrance  of  time  wasted,  property  squandered,  talents 
bdiiou,  usefulness  maned,  character  blighted,  and  prospects 
all  but  ruined,  to  say  nothing  of  distress  inflicted  upon 
others.  Deplorable  as  is  this  disgrace  and  injury,  what 
is  it  compared  with  the  tremendous  thought  that  there 
may  be  some  (fearful  apprehension!),  there °probably  is  at 
this  moment,  while  my  pen  tremblingly  performs  its  office, 
those  once  my  bottle  companions  and  jovial  associates,  endur¬ 
ing  the  pangs  of  endless  ruin,  as  the  doleful  penalty  of  the 
drunkard’s  drink.  I  have  had  no  less  than  nine  ( 1849)  intimate 
acquaintances,  all  once  in  respectable  situations  and  circum¬ 
stances  in  life,  who  have  committed  suicide,  and  all,  directly 
or  indirectly,  through  intemperance. 

In  adverting  thus  incidentally  to  these  lamentable  occur¬ 
rences,  other  bygone  scenes  are  brought  to  mind,  in  rapid  and 
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vivid  succession,  that,  but  for  the  “strong  consolation”  de¬ 
rived  from  religion,  and  the  relief  afforded  to  my  feelings  by 
fast-flowing  tears,  my  hand  would  be  unable  to  record  the 
overwhelming  of  my  sorrowful  heart  at  this  but  transient 
retrospective  glance  of  my  own  past  folly  and  suffering,  and 
that  1  have  witnessed  of  others.  O,  my  dear  brethren  and 
sisters  in  Christian  profession — although  I  am  extending  these 
remarks  far  beyond  my  original  intention,  and  saying  more  of 
my  own  experience  than  to  some  may  seem  prudent — I  feel  as 
though  I  was  holding  earnest  converse  with  you,  and  cannot 
part  or  quit  my  subject,  without  intreating  bowels  of  mercy, 
pity,  and  compassion  for  poor,  fallen,  and  degraded  inebriates. 
And  this  is  not  all :  1  ask  your  prayers,  and  invoke  your  help, 
in  delivering  from  the  most  cruel  of  all  slavery,  and  the  greatest 
of  all  dangers.  1  crave  this  in  the  behalf  of  the  faithful  wife 
and  affectionate  mother;  I  implore  it  in  the  behalf  of  weeping 
and  neglected  children,  whose  tears  or  smiles  pierce,  dagger¬ 
like,  the  bosom  of  the  unhappy  parent,  in  intervals  of  sober  and 
mournful  reflection.  Many  are  the  victims  ol  this  rampant 
passion  that  have  much  of  mind, but  more  of  feeling.  Follow 
such  an  one  into  lonely  solitude,  when  the  quiet  and  comfort 
of  home  (thanks  to  prudent  and  industrious  wives  some  such 
homes  there  are,  though  they  be  few,  injured  and  neglected), 
the  boisterous  mirth  and  confusion  of  the  tavern,  have  both 
for  a  season  lost  their  attraction  and  power,  either  to  alleviate 
or  dissipate  the  mind,  gloomy  and  oppressed  with  self-reproach 
and  remorse,  the  affections  torn  and  lacerated  with  present 
grief,  and  fearful  forebodings  of  future  judgment,  and  methinks 
there  will  be  seen  an  object  of  deep  and  deserved  commiseration. 
This  is  no  imaginary  representation  :  “  The  spirit  of  a  man 
will  sustain  his  infirmities,  but  a  wounded  spirit  who  ^can 
bear?”  (Prov.  xviii.  14.) 

To  those  Christian  professors  who  will  not  assist  in  this  be¬ 
nevolent  effort,  to  supplant  the  demon  of  Intemperance  by 
habits  of  righteous  sobriety,  I  would  say,  if  you  continue  to 
withold  your  exarffple  and  your  influence,  your  prayers  and 
your  pence,  if  you  will  keep  your  eyes  shut  to  the  wretch¬ 
edness  and  misery,  your  ears  closed  to  the  lamentations  and 
woes — if  your  hearts  remain  unaffected  by  the  sighs,  the  tears, 
the  groans,  the  deaths  produced  by  the  drunkard’s  drink, — do 
not  attempt  to  thwart  our  purpose- — do  not  mistake  or  mis¬ 
represent  our  motives — do  not  insult  our  understandings,  nor 
endeavour  to  wound  our  feelings,  by  insinuating  we  have  any 
such  sinful  desire  or  futile  design,  of  substituting  teetotalism 
for  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  disclaim  it  for  myself,  and 
for  all  of  whom  I  have  any  knowledge,  and  that  is  not  a  few. 
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r^utatlon  suc^  calumny,  I  will  name  one  event  that 
attorns  me  more  real  pleasure,  satisfaction,  and  thankfulness, 
than  any  other  incident  of  my  past  life.  It  is  as  follows  •— 
Some  years  ago,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  walking  through  a 
held  late  of  a  Sunday  night,  in  December,— cold,  dark,  and 
dreary,— a  person  was  laying  a  short  distance  from  the  path¬ 
way,  in  a  state  of  almost  insensible  intoxication.  With  the 
assistance  of  a  friend  I  accompanied  him  to  his  dwelling  and 
upon  enquiry  learnt  he  was  much  addicted  to  intemperance  - 
nevertheless,  there  wras  something  in  his  manner  and  observ¬ 
ations,  when  he  came  a  little  to  himself,  so  painfully  interest¬ 
ing,  as  to  induce  further  attention— proffering  suitable  advice, 
warning,  and  encouragement.  Upon  leaving  that  part  of  the 
country,  I  requested  my  friend  to  watch  over  him:  he  did  so¬ 
und,  when  again  I  returned  to  the  neighbourhood,  he  was  an 
altered  man.  He  had  not  only  become  a  member  of  the  Total 
Abstinence  Society,  but  a  member  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodists 
In  a  subsequent  visit  to  the  same  locality,  I  had  the  sacred 
gratification  to  be  present  at  a  prayer-meeting  held  at  his  house 
and  have  reason  to  hope  of  his  establishment  in  the  truths  of 
Chris lianity.  “  Brethren,  if  any  of  you  do  err  from  the  truth 
and  one  convert  him :  let  him  know,  that  he  which  converted 
the  sinner  from  the  error  of  his  ways  shall  save  a  soul  from 
death,  and  shall  hide  a  multitude  of  sins.”  (James  v.  19,  20.) 


I  have  stated  this  circumstance,  not  for  the  purpose  of  dis¬ 
play,  nor  as  an  isolated  case,  but  as  one  amongst  very  many 
similar  instances  of  real  benefit  in  connection  with  teetotalism"- 
a  principle  which,  after  all  that  has  been  said  against  it,  whe¬ 
ther  prompted  by  opposing  interests,  malevolence,  or  mistake, 
has  done,  and  is  doing  much  good,  and  is,  I  firmly  hope  and 
sincerely  believe,  destined  instrumentally  to  nobler  achieve¬ 
ments,  as  regards  the  political,  the  commercial,  and  especially 
the  religious  interests  of  highly-favoured  Britain.  “Right¬ 
eousness  exalteth  a  nation,  but  sin  (and  especially  drunkenness) 
is  a  reproach  to  any  people.”  (Prov.  xiv.  34.)  / 

% 

The  case  just  narrated  is  given  as  a  strong  inducement  to 
go  forward  in  this  good  work.  I  will  now  mention  another 
circumstance  of  a  different  character,  by  way  of  warning 
against  the  dangerous  use  of  wine  and  strong  drink,  and  that 
moie  diiectly ,  to  the  seriously-disposed  of  the  rising  generation : 
to  them  the  writer  looks  with  lively  emotion ;  from  them  he 
has  pleasiDg  anticipations,  that  when  they  shall  supply  the 
place  of  those  who  will  be  “  numbered  with  the  clods  of  the 
valley,”  they  will  be  neither  indifferent  spectators  nor  cold  ap¬ 
provers,  but  prudent  defenders  and  warm  supporters,  of  the 
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total  abstinence  cause,  when  it  shall  have  weathered  the  storm 
of  present  contending  elements :  “  My  son,  give  me  thine 
heart,  and  let  thine  eyes  observe  my  ways.”  (Prov.  xxiii,  26.) 

Some  years  ago,  I  knew  an  amiable,  intelligent  youth,  a 
scholar  in  a  Sunday-  school, — he  afterwards  became  a  teacher. 
His  excellent  conduct  in  that  interesting  and  important  'occu¬ 
pation  was  tenderly  noticed  by  the  minister,  who,  desirous  to 
promote  his  future  usefulness,  obtained  his  admission  into  a 
Theological  Academy.  After  the  probationary  period  for  in¬ 
struction  and  study  had  expired,  I  was  present  when  he 
preached  the  usual  sermon,  as  a  test  of  qualification  for  the 
ministry.  Not  long  afterwards  he  complied  with  an  invitation 
to  take  the  ministerial  charge  over  a  congregation  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London ;  his  labours  were  highly  appreci¬ 
ated,  and  his  general  conduct  affectionately  regarded.  Asa 
consequence,  he  had  frequent  invitations  to  the  too  profuse 
table  of  the  more  wealthy  and  respectable  of  his  hearers ;  at 
length  the  habit  of  inebriation  was  unhappily  contracted.  On 
its  first  appearance,  efforts  were  made  at  concealment,  and,  if 
possible,  to  impede  its  progress:  these  proved  unavailing, and 
this  onte  interesting,  talented,  and  promising  young  man,  was 
displaced  from  his  responsible  situation,  and  his  earthly  career, 
so  auspiciously  begun,  terminated  not  long  afterwards  by  sud¬ 
den  death  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  £<  Wilt  thou  not  from 
this  time  cry  unto  me,  my  Father,  thou  art  the  guide  of  my 
youth?”  (Jer.  iii.  4.) 

I  shall  conclude  by  the  mention  of  another  case,  hoping  the 
recital  will  not  be  lost  upon  the  moderate  drinker,  showing  the 
insecurity  of  moderation  in  times  of  strong  temptation.  I  do 
not  think  the  person  to  whom  I  am  about  to  allude  was  ever 
intoxicated  in  his  life  till  within  a  short  time  previous  to 
the  event  that  led  to  his  execution  at  Newgate,  In  the  year 
1628,  I  had  in  my  employ  a  young  married  man,  of  steady, 
sober,  and  industrious  habits.  I  felt  attachment  from  observing 
his  genera]  conduct  a»a  workman,  and  especially  his  becoming 
demeanour  towards  his  wife  and  family,  with  whom  he  was 
living  in  the  peacef  ul  endearments  of  domestic  life,  until  she 
fell  a  victim  to  a  heartless  seducer.  Knowledge  of  the  fact 
gave  a  complete  turn  to  his  character  and  conduct;  his  mind 
lost  its  peace,  his  employment  its  attention ;  cheerfulness  ex¬ 
changed  for  gloom,  temperance  for  inebriety;  the  comfortable 
and  happy  home  for  misery  and  discord.  Thus  matters  went 
on  for  a  short  time,  when,  in  a  fit  of  sullen  despondency, 
brought  on  by  dram-drinking  and  his  wife’s  misconduct,  he 
made  an  attempt  upon  her  life.  From  the  wound  inflicted  she 


15 


was  in  considerable  danger,  but  ultimately  recovered,  to  give 
evidence  against  him,  who,  previous  to  her  own  deviation  from 
the  path  of  virtue,  was  one  of  the  most  affectionate  of  husbands, 
and  the  kindest  of  parents.  His  natural  disposition  was  pe¬ 
culiarly  gentle  and  amiable.  The  result  was  his  committal, 
trial,  condemnation,  and  execution.  The  wretched  woman  did 
all  she  could  in  her  evidence  at  the  trial,  and  subsequently,  to 
aggravate  the  case  ;  she  became  a  poor  abandoned  outcast,  and 
died  a  few  years  afterwards  in  a  state  of  miserable  destitution  by 
the  road-side,  between  Bath  and  Yeovil.  The  case  (with  another) 
excited  great  interest,  and  it  was  not  till  the  Sunday  previous 
to  the  execution  that  hopes  were  abandoned  of  a  commutation 
of  the  sentence.  On  that  morning,  a  relation,  with  myself, 
repaired  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  for  a  final  answer  to 
the  numerous  applications  made  f  or  that  purpose.  It  was  then 
intimated  execution  could  not  be  stayed.  We  went  from 
thence  to  Newgate,  and  while  there,  three  out  of  four  of  his 
dear  children  were  brought  to  take  their  last  farewell  of  their 
once  happy  and  still  fond  father,  who  was  launched  into 
eternity  on  the  following  morning,  in  the  28th  year  of  his  age. 
Leaving  these  painful  truths  to  speak  the  solemn  instruction, 
“  Watch  and  pray,  lest  ye  enter  into  temptation,” — “  What  I 
say  uuto  you  1  say  unto  all — Watch  !  ” 

I  remain, 

Hear  Sir, 

Tours,  very  respectfully, 

W.  SPRIGGS. 

10,  South  Street,  West  Square, 

Lambeth. 


* 

“  It  is  a  good  thing  that  a  man  he  found  fcdthful .” 


Having  a  small  space  left,  and  not  being  very  squeamish 
as  to  the  charge  oi  egotism,  the  following  is  given  as  an 
encouragement  to  faithful  advocacy:  — 

In  the  year  1847,  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance 
intimated,  in  that  assembly,  that  a  connection  subsisted  be¬ 
tween  infidelity  and  teetotaiism,  No  sooner  did  the  groundless 
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Insinuation  reach  the  ears  of  that  warm-hearted  zealous  friend 
to  the  temperance  movement,  Mr.  John  Cassell,  than  he 
immediately  issued  a  number  of  circulars,  inviting  refuting 
testimony.  Being  favoured  with  one,  the  two  cases  subjoined 
are  included  in  the  reply  thereto. 

“  No  question  since  the  advent  of  Christianity  has  ever 
been  agitated,  fraught  with  such  weighty  consequences  to  the 
human  family,  and  so  truly  deserving  the  serious  sanction  and 
earnest  support  of  those  who  profess  to  love  and  serve  him  4  who 
came  to  seek  and  to  save  them  that  were  lost.  ’  Did  space  permit, 

I  should  feel  no  hesitation  or  difficulty  in  sustaining  this 
opinion  with  abundant  evidence.  Two  cases  may  suffice  in 
illustration.  1st.  After  addressing  a  company  in  Ewer-street, 
Southwark,  and  speaking  somewhat  decidedly  touching  the 
simple  and  awful  realities  involved  in  the  Christian  dispensa¬ 
tion,  a  young  man,  with  an  air  of  assurance,  said,  4  X  want  to 
know  how  it  is  that  you  should  feel  so  thoroughly  convinced  of 
the  truths  of  Christianity,  and  I  don’t  believe  them?  ’  In  reply 
to  this  query,  very  rudely  made,  I  asked,  4  Pray  who  and  what 
are  you?  ’  to  this  he  at  once  answered,  4 1  am  an  injidel  and  a 
socialut.’  A  short  conversation  ensued,  which  it  is  not  ne¬ 
cessary  to  relate.  Some  months  afterwards,  on  leaving  a 
meeting  in  Bermondsey,  the  same  person  accosted  me,  but  in 
a  tone  and  manner  very  different  from  that  at  our  first  inter¬ 
view,  to  which  he  made  immediate  reference.  4  And  do  you 
hold  the  same  sentiments  as  when  we  last  met?’  I  enquired. 
He  said, 4  No  !  I  thank  God  I  do  not.’  This  meek,  though 
withal  firm  acknowledgment,  was  succeeded  by  a  deeply  af¬ 
fecting  statement  of  the  exercises  he  had  passed  through, 
which  resulted  in  his  union  with  the  Wesley an-inethodists. 

The  other  case  is  still  more  striking,  inasmuch  as  the  indi¬ 
vidual  was  much  older,  and  of  a  far  more  intellectual  character, 
though  a  daring  presumptuous  infidel,  and  an  inveterate 
drunkard.  He  was  reclaimed  from  the  disgusting  and  danger¬ 
ous  vice,  by  adopting  and  adhering  to  the  teetotal  pledge. 
Thus  sobered,  he  began  *  to  consider  his  latter  end;’  this  led 
to  4  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ/  and  when  last  the  writer  saw  him,  he  was  a  local 
preacher  in  that  zealous  community,  the  primitive-methodists ; 
also  one  of  the  most  interesting,  intelligent,  and  effective  ad¬ 
vocates  in  the  temperance  cause." 


A  FRIENDLY  ADDRESS  TO  TEETOTALERS. 


Much  has  been  said  as  to  the  character  of  advocates,  and 
the  mode  of  advocacy  best  suited  to  the  noble  cause  of  total 
abstinence.  If  I  may  hazard  an  opinion  in  brevity  it  is,  that 
that  individual  who  brings  most  of  truth  to  bear  truly  upon 
the  subject,  avoiding  flippant  rudeness  on  the  one  hand,  and 
self-sufficient  display  on  the  other,  will  be  found  the  most  ac¬ 
ceptable  and  successful.  There  is  one  point,  however,  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  I  take  liberty,  with  deference,  to 
mention,  assuring  my  companions  in  “this  work  of  faith  and  la¬ 
bour  of  love,”  it  is  with  a  feeling  of  regard  to  their  individual 
welfare,  the  proprieties  of  religion,  and  the  interests  of  the  so¬ 
ciety  that  I  affectionately  recommend  more  caution  and  reserve 
in  using  the  sacred  name  of  that  Being  of  whom  it  is  written, 
“  Holy  and  reverend  is  his  name.”  (Ps.  cxi.  9,)  This  hint  is 
given  with  the  knowledge  that  staunch,  serious  friends  to  the 
cause  have  been  grieved,  while  adversaries  have  taken  advan¬ 
tage  to  reproach.  We  do  well  to  remember,  though  ’tis  much 
to  be  regretted,  that  people  generally  are  too  apt  to  overlook 
the  value  and  importance  of  'principles ,  especially  where  those 
principles  come  in  contact  with  their  habits  and  inclinations, 
and  eagerly  lay  hold  of,  dwell  upon,  and  sometimes  magnify, 
what  appear  to  them  personally  defective  in  those  who  make 
profession  thereof.  No  marvel  this  should  be  the  case  in  re¬ 
ference  to  our  cause,  seeing  the  exalted  and  benevolent  truths 
of  Christianity  are  too  often  reviled  and  neglected  from  the 
same  imbecile  exercise  of  the  understanding.  To  counteract 
any  detriment  from  such  weakness  and  indiscretion,  it  is  ad¬ 
visable  that  teetotalers  themselves  should  more  efficiently  extend 
the  virtue  of  their  self-denying  principles  and  practice  beyond 
the  abstaining  from  intoxicating  drinks.  This  is  good,  as  far 
as  it  goes;  but  in  order  to  the  quiet  rest  and  peaceful  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  spiritual  temperance ,  it  is  needful,  by  the  help  of 
Divine  power,  to  “  abstain  from  all  fleshly  lusts  that  vxir 
against  the  soul,”  so  that  we  not  only  “  walk  soberly,”  but 
“  righteously  and  godly  in  the  present  world,”  “  doing  justly, 
loving  mercy,  and  walking  humbly  with  God.”  The  fruit 
of  this  true  state  of  mind,  deportment,  and  example,  will  be 
kindness  and  fidelity  by  the  members  toward  each  other, 
charity  and  forbearance  towards  obstructors  and  defamers, 
bearing  with  mildness  and  cheerfulness  the  taunts,  ridicule, 
and  even  insults  of  necessary  associates  in  employment,  or 
relationships  of  life,  yet  not  to  withhold  well-timed,  seasonable, 
and  affectionate  reproof.  By  this  consistent,  firm,  and  gene» 
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rous  demeanour  will  be  exemplified  the  excellence  of  total 
abstinence,  and  the  benignity  of  Christianity. 

“  Peace  to  the  man,  just,  meek,  and  good. 

Whose  heart,  compassionate  and  kind, 

Breathes  love  to  man,  and  love  to  God — 

Pity  with  piety  combined. 

The  sympathy  of  mortal  woes, 

/The  manly,  honest,  gen’rous  tear — ■ 

The  pang  that  from  compassion  flows, 

The  sigh  that  speaks  the  soul  sincere: 

These  are  our  Maker’s  noble  gifts, 

Fall’n  rugged  nature  to  refine : 

Kind  Parent  of  the  human  frame, 

Let  these  thy  precious  gifts  be  mine! 

Be  mine  the  temper,  mine  the  joy, 

The  prompt,  the  timely  aid  to  lend; 

In  acts  of  love  my  life  employ. 

The  poor  and  helpless  sufTrers’  friend.” 

In  order  to  real  harmony,  singleness  of  purpose,  and  oneness 
•  of  effort,  I  feel  truly  concerned  my  beloved  friends  in  member¬ 
ship  with  myself  should  be  united  by  the  richer  than  golden 
chain  of  Christian  sympathy — the  spirit  involved  in  the  above 
beautiful  quotation,  combining  therewith  in  all  our  proceedings 
the  meekness  of  wisdom  with  the  firmness  of  truth.  In  pro¬ 
portion  as  teetotalism  is  thus  characterised,  may  we  hope  for 
and  expect  the  blessings  of  heaven  upon  our  endeavours  to 
exterminate  (instrumentally)  the  direful,  desolating  vice  of 
drunkenness. 

As  my  reason  for  inviting  serious  consideration  to  the  pre¬ 
ceding  remarks,  my  mind  seems  much  impressed  the  time  has 
arrived  wThen  the  progress  of  our  principles  is  very  dependent 
upon  the  character  and  conduct  of  individual  teetotalers ;  and, 
if  they  see  with  me,  they  will  feel  as  though  the  cause  was 
their  own — not  depending  upon  or  expecting  too  much  from 
others— and  direct  their  energies  with  fixed  earnestness  to  the 
reclamation  of  the  drunkard. 

The  foregoing  letter  will  testify  the  solicitude  of  the  writer 
for  the  co-operation  of  those  who  profess  to  be  the  followers 
of  the  meek  and  lowiy  Jesus;  but  I  candidly  confess  I  am  not 
prepared  for  much  support  from  that  quarter  at  present,  cer¬ 
tainly  not  from  what  ig  termed  the  more  respectable,  their 
luxurious  habits  and  profuse  expenditure  in  the  things  of 
time  and  sense  ill  accords  with  our  self-denying  practice. 
Added  to  the  sorrowful  contradiction  between  the  profession  of 
Christianity  and  living  and  walking  in  its  spirit,  is  the  painful 
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fact  that  not  a  few  members  of  churches  are  mixed  up  with 
the  unholy  traffic  of  the  drunkards'  drink.  Yes  ;  too  many  are 
directly  and  indirectly  making  an  ungodly  gain  by  that  trade, 
of  which  the  noble,  masculine-minded,  pious,  zealous  Wesley, 
thus  speaks  in  his  Sermon  on  the  use  of  Money  : — “  Neither 
may  we  gain  by  hurting  our  neighbour  in  his  body.  There¬ 
fore  we  may  not  sell  anything  which  tends  to  impair  health ; 
such  is  eminently  all  that  liquid  fire,  commonly  called  drams, 
or  spirituous  liquors.  It  is  true  these  may  have  a  place  in 
medicine ;  they  may  be  of  use  in  some  bodily  disorders,  al¬ 
though  there  would  rarely  be  occasion  for  them,  were  it  not 
for  the  unskilfulness  of  the  practitioner..  Therefore,  such  as 
prepare  them  only  for  this  end,  may  keep  their  conscience 
clear.  But  who  are  they  ? — who  prepare  them  only  for  this 
end?  Do  you  know  ten  such  distillers  in  England?  Then 
excuse  these.  But  all  who  sell  them  in  the  common  way,  to 
any  that  will  buy,  are  poisoners-general.  They  murder  His 
Majesty’s  subjects  by  wholesale,  neither  does  their  eye  pity  or 
spare — they  drive  them  to  hell  like  sheep ;  and  what  is  their 
gain?  Is  it  not  the  blood  of  these  men  ?  Who,  then,  would 
envy  their  large  estates  and  sumptuous  palaces?  A  curse  is 
in  the  midst  of  them  :  the  curse  of  God  cleaves  to  the  stones — 
the  timber — the  furniture  of  them ;  the  curse  of  God  is  in 
their  gardens — their  walks — their  groves:  a  tire  that  burns  to 
the  nethermost  hell  !  Blood — blood  is  there ;  the  founda¬ 
tion — the  floors — the  walls — the  roof — are  stained  with  blood  ! 
and  canst  thou  hope,  O  thou  man  of  blood,  th  3Ugli  thou  art 
‘clothed  in  scarlet  and  fine  linen,  andfarest  sumptuously  every 
day,’  canst  thou  hope  to  deliver  down  thy  fields  of  blood  to  the 
third  generation?  Not  so,  for  there  is  a  God  in  heaven; 
therefore,  thy  name  shall  soon  be  rooted  out.  Like  as  those 
whom  thou  hast  destroyed,  body  and  soul,  thy  memorial  shall 
perish  with  thee.” 

As  to  the  ministers  who  are  already  with  us,  to  their  elo¬ 
quent  and  energetic  advocacy  and  assistance  the  cause  is 
much  indebted,  and  would  be  still  further  efficiently  aided  if 
the  subject  of  teetotalism  was  judiciously  noticed  by  these  par¬ 
ties  when  pleading  the  cause  of  Christianity  at  missionary, 
tract,  and  bible  meetings,  where  it  might  be  safely  affirmed 
no  moral  evil  equal  to  that  of  drunkenness  has  so  marred  the 
spread  of  gospel  truth,  rendered  the  best  written  tracts  useless, 
and  crowded  the  pawn-shops  with  bibles.  In  plain  truth, 
there  is  no  institution  of  a  religious  character  upon  which  it 
can  be  said  our  principles  have  no  bearing,  and  from  which  I 
humbly  conceive  they  ought  not  to  be  entirely  excluded,  at 
least  by  those  ministers  who  are  its  practical  pledged  friends 
and  supporters. 
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At  the  risk  of  being  thought  intrusive,  I  cannot  refrain 
from  acknowledging  the  valuable  aid  afforded  by  our  female 
members  and  friends.  Much  as  my  own  sex  are.  interested 
in  the  stability  and  extension  of  teetotalism,  I  believe  the 
question  is  still  more  ,  important  in  its  influence  and  bearing 
upon  female  comfort  and  character.  Next  in  commiseration 
to  the  pitiable  wreck  of  humanity  whose  mental  powers  have 
been  deranged  by  intemperance,  is  the  faithful  and  devoted 
drunkard’s  wife,  toiling  to  support  a  family  amidst  pangs  and 
anxieties  known  only  to  those  who  have  unhappily  to  endure 
them.  Who  but  the  lover  of  strong  drink  can  behold  such 
without  feelings  of  grief  and  compassion,  mingled  with  the 
disposition  to  soothe  and  alleviate  ?  Turning  from  afflicted 
wives  and  drooping  mothers,  the  mind  is  sorrowfully  led  to 
another  description  of  suffering  females,  probably  still  more 
numerous,  and  of  whom  it  is  difficult  to  speak  or  write  with¬ 
out  offending  virtuous  ears  and  eyes,  and  wounding  virtuous 
hearts.  There  is  something  peculiarly  degrading  and  de¬ 
plorable  in  reference  to  this  class  of  human  beings,  inasmuch 
as  they  appear  almost  of  necessity  to  be  disregarded  by  their 
own  sex,  and  any  interference  to  better  their  miserable  condi¬ 
tion,  on  the  part  of  man,  exposes  him  to  temptation,  insult, 
and  slander.  The  consequence  is,  these  wretched  victims  of 
seduction,  poverty,  disease,  and  crime,  are  left  to  perish  in 
numbers,  according  to  statistics,  truly  appalling,  and  their 
descent  to  an  untimely  grave  greatly  accelerated  by  the  per¬ 
nicious  effects  of  intoxicating  drink.  But  “is  there  no  eye 
to  pity,  no  arm  to  save”  these  friendless  outcasts  in  their 
downward  progress  to  dark  despair?  There  is  •  but  where  is 
the  instrumentality  ?  I  know  not,  except  to  a  very  limited  de¬ 
gree.  Be  it  yours,  then,  Christian  female  teetotalers,  to  extend 
the  helping  hand  not  only  to  preserve  the  uncontaminated,  but 
to  rescue  and  restore  your  already  fallen  sisterhood.  Be  not  dis¬ 
mayed  at  the  difficulty  or  magnitude  of  such  a  worthy  enter¬ 
prise,  rather  let  that  consideration  stimulate  to  action,  and  be 
motive  to  “  Trust  in  the  Lord  for  ever,  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah 
is  everlasting  strength.5'  (Isa.  xxvi.)  Then  “  be  of  good 
courage,”  remembering  “  there  is  joy  in  the  presence  of  the 
angels  of  God  over  one  sinner  thatrepenteth,”  (Luke  xv.  10.) 

It  is  hoped  this  free  and  candid  expression  of  sentiment  will 
be  received  with  all  the  kindliness  with  which  they  are  com¬ 
municated.  The  reader  may  be  assured  the  object  for  pub¬ 
lishing  this  address,  with  the  other  document,  is  fhe  humble 
and  honest  endeavour  to  benefit  a  cause  that  is  much  upon 
the  mind,  and  very  near  to  the  heart  of  the  writer. 


W.  SPRIGGS. 


REMARKS 


ON 

CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT. 


In  the  month  of  November,  1828,  the  writer  beheld  with 
painful  disgust  four  of  his  fellow-creatures  suspended  bv  the 
neck,  in  front  of  Newgate.  One  of  them,  the  individual 
whose  case  is^  referred  to  in  the  preceding  letter.  This  dis¬ 
tressing  and  disgraceful  exhibition,  with  some  circumstances 
connected  therewith,  greatly  strengthened  my  abhorrence  of 
capital  punishment. 

Subsequent  scriptural  inquiry,  reflection,  and  observation, 
have  led  to  a  settled  conviction  that  the  infliction  of  death- 
punishment  is  wofully  at  variance  with,  and  awfully  antago¬ 
nistic  to  the  Christian  dispensation— a  dispensation,  I  venture 
to  affirm,  that  knows  nothing  of  the  law  of  retort  or  vengeance 
in  the  way  of  retribution.  British  legislators  and  British 
judges  are  wont  to  enforce  the  doctrine  that  Britons  are  fa¬ 
voured  to  live  under  a  mild,  paternal,  Christian  government, 
and  moreover,  the  laws  for  their  mutual  protection  andjbenefit 
are  said  to  be  based  upon  sound  Christian  principles,  especially 
those  appertaining  to  criminal  jurisprudence.  How  these  boast¬ 
ful  national  characteristics  accord  with  the  revolting  system  of 
hanging,,  is  a  deeply  interesting  and  momentous  question, 
lor  brevity,  let  the  fact  be  admitted — a  member  of  the  family 
thus  parentally  governed  has  committed  the  horrible  crime  of 
murder;  after  due  enquiry,  no  doubt  of  guilt  remains,  death- 
punishment  is  awarded,  and  execution  follows.  Thus  one 
rnuider  is  extenuated,  if  not  justified,  by  the  commission  of 
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another,  with  just  this  difference ;  the  first  is  condemned  by 
the  law,  the  second  is  legalized  thereby.  As  to  the  moral 
distinction,  it  would  puzzle  the  whole  bench  of  bishops,  and 
that  for  no  inconsiderable  time,  to  draw  the  line.  In  order 
further  to  illustrate  the  wickedness  of  this  antichristian  tran¬ 
saction,  it  may  be  painfully  instructive  to  refer  to  the  usual 
proceedings  after  condemnation,  and  prior  to  execution,  and 
the  contrast  between  a  Christian  government  enforcing  Chris¬ 
tian  laws  with  this  appalling  practice  of  human  massacre,  will 
appear  still  more  striking.  Strenuous  efforts,  it  is  well  known, 
are  made  in  most  instances  of  capital  conviction,  to  obtain  a 
mitigation  of  the  punishment,  and  though  there  be  no  relenting 
on  the  part  of  the  officials,  there  is,  nevertheless,  wonderful  so¬ 
licitude  manifested  that  the  offender  be  mercifully  dwelt  with 
at  the  heavenly  tribunal,  though  deemed  entirely  unworthy 
of  mercy  at  an  earthly  one.  Surely,  surely,  if  it  be  right, 
speaking  after  the  manner  of  men,  for  the  Divine  Being,  pos¬ 
sessing  infinite  wisdom  and  power,  to  extend  mercy  and 
forgiveness,  it  cannot  be  wrong  for  beings  of  finite  under¬ 
standing  and  frailty  to  exercise  the  same  excellent  attribute. 
If  it  be  right  for  the  Sovereign  of  the  universe  and  parent  of 
all  good  to  show  compassion  to  the  guilty,  it  cannot  be  wrong 
for  an  earthly  sovereign  to  withold  the  extremest  of  all 
punishments. 

There  is  another  feature  in  this  gloomy  picture  deserving 
serious  consideration.  JNo  sooner  is  sentence  passed  than  an 
authorised  person  is  in  attendance  to  administer  spiritual  in¬ 
struction,  in  order  to  prepare  the  criminal  for  death.  It  is 
quite  clear  one  of  two  results  must  ensue  from  the  religious 
means  employed;  either  the  end  designed  is  accomplished,  or 
it  is  not.  If  the  means  used  be  crowned  with  success,  and  the 
guilty  transgressor  be  brought  into  peaceful  reconciliation  with 
his  offended  Maker,  of  all  human  characters  in  existence  there 
is  not  one  more  fit  to  live. 

On  the  contra,  suppose  the  means  designed  for  the  criminal’s 
conversion  prove  abortive.  Is  it  consistent  with  the  character 
of  a  paternal  Christian  government,  or  in  harmony  with  laws 
based  upon  sound  Christian  principles,  to  put  an  hardened 
impenitent  transgressor  to  death,  leaving  no  space  for  repent¬ 
ance,  and  closing  for  ever  every  avenue  that  might  by  possibility 
lead  to  reformation  ?  Of  all  human  characters  in  existence 
there  is  not  one  more  unfit  to  die. 

As  an  example,  capital  punishments  are  worse  than  worth¬ 
less.  The  truth  of  this  sentiment  is  amply  verified  at  every 
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public  execution.  Upon  no  other  occasion  of  a  public  na¬ 
ture  is  there  to  be  seen  such  an  accumulation  of  vulgarity,  ob¬ 
scenity,  and  blasphemy,  as  is  presented  by  th©  degraded  congre¬ 
gated  mass  beholding  the  hangman  perform  the  revolting  work 
of  human  slaughter.  As  an  expedient,  capital  punishments  are 
totally  unnecessary,  except,  indeed,  it  could  be  shown  to  be 
impossible  to  find  a  substitute  for  guarding  society  from  being 
again  outraged,  and  the  laws  from  being  again  violated  by  the 
offending  party.  Be  it  admitted,  society  needs  this  safeguard, 
and  the  laws  deserve  vindication,  does  it  become  imperative 
for  that  justifiable  purpose  to  take  away  life?  By  no  means, 
as  evidenced  by  the  fact  of  those  persons  now  in  Bethlehem 
(Oxford  and  others),  found  guilty  of  a  capital  offence  committed 
while  in  a  state  of  insanity  ;  and  as  a  consequence  of  that 
condition,  sentenced  to  imprisonment  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
reigning  sovereign,  which,  I  believe,  is  tantamount  to  imprison¬ 
ment  for  life,  or  might  be  made  so.  If  perpetual  incarceration 
be  adequate  satisfaction  to  the  law  and  society  in  the  case  of  a 
criminal  lunatic,  might  not  and  ought  not  the  same  restraint 
be  sufficient  in  all  capital  convictions  ? 

The  sympathisers  with  the  hangman  and  the  halter,  more 
especially  the  religious  portion  thereof,  who  are  profound 
sticklers  for  the  letter  authority  of  scripture,  ground  their 
arguments  in  favour  of  human  strangling  upon  Gen.  ix. 
6,  and  subsequent  passages,  of  like  import,  in  the  books  of 
Moses.  To  which  it  may  be  answered — If  the  Mosaic  law  be 
binding  under  the  Christian  dispensation,  why  should  its  ap¬ 
plication  be  restricted  to  the  most  stringent  and  severe  of  its 
penalties,  whilst  those  belonging  to  what  may  be  termed  milder 
transgression,  are  totally  disregarded.  (See  Exod.  xxi.  24, 
Lev.  xxiv.  20,  Deut.  xix.  21,  compared  with  Matt.  v.  38?) 

It  may  be  serviceable  to  remember,  for  instruction  and 
guidance  in  this  weighty  matter, — “  The  law  was  given  by 
Moses,  but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ.”  This 
text  does  not,  of  course,  intimate  the  possibility  of  any  change 
in  the  moral,  spiritual,  divine  law  of  love,  which,  in  its  sub¬ 
lime  essence  and  eternal  excellence,  is  changeless  and  immu¬ 
table.  But,  when  taken  in  connection  with  many  other 
portions  of  the  New  Testament,  does  it  not  clearly  indicate 
that  not  merely  the  ceremonial  laws  given  by  Moses  to  the 
Jews  are  superseded,  but  that  their  penal  code  is  by  no  means 
obligatory,  even  if  at  all  applicable,  to  the  dispensation  he¬ 
ralded  into  our  world  by  angelic  choristers,  with  “  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace  and  good  will  to¬ 
ward  men  ?  ” 
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In  conclusion,  let  me  seriously  ask  any  iC  thinker,”  especially 
any  Christian  “  thinker,’' perusing  these  lines,  whether  it  is  not, 
high  time  Britain  lowered  her  pretensions  and  relinquished: 
her  claim  to  the  title  of  a  Christian  nation,  or  abolished  the: 
senseless,  cruel,  revolting,  antichristian  laws,  which  authorise 
the  infliction  of  capital  punishments?  ’  i 

Presuming  upon  a  response  favourable  to  the  latter  alter¬ 
native,  as  a  powerful  means  towards  the  attainment  of  an 
object,  so  desirable,  politic,  and  humane,  let  there  be  an  entire 
abolition  of  the  absurd  and  demoralising  drinldng  usages  from 
which  such  an  awful  amount  of  crime  originates.  Let  the  | 
people  of  Britain  become  thoroughly  a  sober  people,  by  prac¬ 
tical  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  liquors,  and  then,  not 
only  the  hangman’s  but  the  soldier’s  “occupation’s  gone,”-*— 
the  hateful  halter  and  the  inhuman  sword  become  alike  useless. 

[N.B. — Perhaps  it  is  right  to  say  a  portion  of  the  above  has 
already  appeared  in  the  Morning  Advertiser  of  November  8th, 
1849,  through  the  kindness  of  the  editor  inserting  a  letter 
from  the  writer,  with  the  initials  W,  S.] 


THE  END. 
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